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Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the holy
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, until the end of the age.
-Matthew 28:19-20

Pastor’s Note

It has been six months since we talked about a new approach to singing at our parish, and | thought this might be a good time
to revisit some of those ideas and to explain why music looks like it does right now.

First, in case you missed it, | laid out much of my vision for music at our parish in a homily and a letter from last July.
Unfortunately, after only five or six weeks of trying to implement this vision, the COVID Delta variant became rampant and we
had to shut down congregational singing again (something | addressed in this homily). Which has left things very confused. Are
we doing something because of COVID, or because of a new approach to music, or what? Allow me to help!

Part of the Vision

There are a few things happening now which are supposed to be happening, and which will remain even after COVID. Those
things are (1) the new hymnal, (2) the chanted Sunday Mass, and (3) the chanted antiphons after the opening hymn and
before the communion hymn. | put so much effort into the letter about the new hymnal in July, | only realized later than | did
not do enough explanation about the chanted Mass. To that end, | have now published a full explanation of my reasoning.

Though | believe both are the right thing to do, if | could do things again, | would introduce the new hymnal and the chanted
Mass at different times, rather than together. It was too much at the same time. | did things on that timeline because | was
hyper-focused on the end of the COVID restrictions (which we all thought was happening last July) and wanted to reintroduce
liturgical singing according to the new model, rather than reintroduce the old model just to change it again in six months. But
the universe had other plans, Delta shut everything down in September, and my best laid plans were completely undermined.

COVID Restrictions

The current Archdiocesan policy on singing is:

(1) Parishes may bring back as many cantors that fit safely 6-9 feet part. All must wear masks.

(2) Congregations may respond in song to the Alleluia and Responsorial Psalms and chanted dialogue parts of the Mass
(ie, "The Lord be with you.... and with your spirit").

(3) Multi-verse congregational signing during the Mass is strongly discouraged, as singing has been proven to spread the
coronavirus.

It is for these reasons that we do not sing hymns, the Gloria, or the Our Father. But as soon as we are able, we will bring back
congregational singing.

Given these restrictions, we have gotten questions about how BCC was able to perform in our church. The short version is that
outside groups are allowed to be responsible for their own COVID procedures, while church groups must follow the
Archdiocese.


https://frmoore.com/2021/07/17/july-18-2021-singing-singable-songs/
https://jeffreyhmoore.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/new_hymnal.pdf
https://frmoore.com/2021/09/04/september-05-2021-here-is-your-god/
https://jeffreyhmoore.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/2022-01_why-i-chant-the-mass.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/seattlearch.org/prayer-card-about-virus-from-archbishop-1992503?e=c146dbe754

Choirs

Theoretically, we could bring back some form of choir, as long as all the members are 6 — 9 feet apart. We had plans to do so
before the Delta variant. However, we are not sure this would be worth it without the full choir. In addition, Dr. Mabalot is
conscientious about the needs of our choir members and has been very deliberate about communicating with them about
their comfort level regarding COVID and singing. Given the current context, none of us believe that this is the right time to
bring back our choir. We will, of course, keep the conversation open so that we are ready when the timing does feel right.

Music Selection

In my letter about the new hymnal, | mentioned my desire to integrate some old hymns with the new, to make the transition
less jarring. Unfortunately, two factors have so far frustrated that desire. The first is that the extension of COVID with the
Delta and Omicron variants has necessitated that we continue streaming the Mass, something that prevents us from using
OCP songs without an expensive license. We could include OCP songs at our non-streamed Masses, but that requires Dr.
Mabalot to prepare three sets of Mass music (English non-streaming, English streaming, and Spanish), and that is more than |
am willing to ask him to do. Second, the problem with songs that everyone knows is that they are far more tempted to sing
those songs (something we saw when we used well-known Christmas hymns last month). With the prohibition on
congregational singing, it did not seem the right time to use well-known hymns. Instead, when congregational singing got shut
down again last September, Dr. Mabalot and | agreed that we should use the opportunity to use hymns from the new hymnal
exclusively, so that there was a greater comfort level in the congregation with these hymns by the time we were ready to sing
them together. Nearly every hymn played since September has been from the new hymnal.

Looking to the Future

Other than the drastic change in our experience of Mass that will come with the return of congregational singing and choirs,
we have reached a fairly stable place in our liturgical music, and | have no major changes planned for the rest of my time at
Assumption, however long that may be. These smaller items are all that is currently on my radar:

1. Figuring out what the rotation and frequency of OCP hymns will look like over the next year, particularly once the
choir returns.

2. | have been conversing with a group about what it would look like to have more opportunities to sing contemporary
Christian music at the parish (think Praise 106.5). | am still undecided about what this might look like, but step one is
finding someone capable of singing these songs according to the principles | laid out in my letter last July (low
instrumentation, non-dominant cantor). If you have any leads, let us know.

3. At some point, we will want to introduce the chanted Gloria (text, audio) and Our Father (text, audio).

4. Solidifying when to use cantors and when to mic them. Generally, cantors would only be mic’d when they are singing
alone (the antiphons and the verses for the responsorial psalm). We likely will not even need cantors (mic’d or
otherwise) for the hymns if all goes according to plan. However, there is the matter of teaching new hymns, which
could require a mic’d cantor the first few times, and that will require some experimentation to get right.

May the Lord bless you always,


https://npm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Gloria.pdf
https://npm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/gloria.mp3?_=10
https://npm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/lordsprayer.pdf
https://npm.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/ourfatherlow.mp3?_=29

Archdioceses News

Annual Letter from Archbishop Etienne

Archbishop Etienne has written a letter reflecting on the last year, which he invites everyone to read here.

Parish News

Mass Time Change for Next Wednesday

Wednesday, February 2, the 7:15 a.m. Mass time is moved to 5:30 pm. This is so that we can celebrate the Feast of the
Presentation at 5:30 p.m. with the solemnity that day deserves (including a candle procession). All parishioners are
encouraged to come experience the oft-overlooked day of the Presentation.

Adoration will begin at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, will end at 4:45 p.m., and will resume following the Presentation Mass.

Northwest Catholic Collection this weekend

Evangelization is the first priority of the Church, and Northwest Catholic magazine is one of the most effective tools we have
to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ. For this reason, Northwest Catholic is sent free of charge to every registered
Catholic household in Western Washington — more than 110,000 — with a message of hope that everyone so desperately
needs. This is made possible by your generous support. Your donation is a great way to share the gift of faith with others.
Thank you for your past and continued support of this annual collection. You can donate directly here or drop your envelope
in the collection basket.

Vaccine Clinic at Assumption

Sunday, Jan. 30, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., Gym

This clinic is primarily offered for those who have struggled to arrange vaccine appointments, so it will mostly be offering first
and second doses of the Pfizer vaccine for those who were previously unvaccinated. However, a limited supply of Pfizer and
Moderna booster shots will be on-hand as well. The medical providers who are administering the vaccine are also available to
answer any questions people might have about vaccination. Anyone, parishioner or not, is welcome to come to ask questions
or be vaccinated

Annual Tax Letters

Annual tax letters have been sent to everyone who donated a total of $250 or more during 2021. These were mailed as of the
end of this week, so please look for your letter next week. If you have not received a letter by the end of next week or it is
incorrect, please contact Karen Zuther at karenz@assumption.org or 360-733-1380. Thank you for your generosity!

School News

Catholic Schools Week

Catholic Schools Week begins today. Thank you to all of our parents, students, and alumni who helped coordinate parts of the
Mass this weekend at each of our parishes throughout Whatcom County as lectors, greeters, gift bearers, and cantors. Also,
Assumption Catholic School’s Growing Great Kids Auction and Gala is only five weeks away (February), and this year’s” Fund
the Need” is raising money for a new roof on the gym. If you'd like to contribute to this fund, you can visit the school’s

webpage and go directly to the “Growing Great Kids Auction” page to make a donation.

Take and Bake Meal

ACS next Take and Bake meal will be a Pulled Pork BBQ ready for pickup on February 10th at 3pm! Please get your orders to
the school office by Friday February 4th.


https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/2022-New-Year-Letter-Final.pdf
http://www.nwcatholic.org/give
mailto:karenz@assumption.org
https://event.auctria.com/bddd33ee-424b-4225-82db-26d2d4c4369d/
https://school.assumption.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/BBQ-Pulled-Pork-To-Go-dinner.pdf

Growing Great Kids Auction & Gala

Assumption Catholic School's Growing Great Kids Auction and Gala is quickly approaching! Our in-person event will be held on
Saturday, February 26th at the Bellingham Cruise Terminal. RSVP for the in-person event and/or register for online bidding by
February 11th here.

Upcoming

Events Sanctuary Lamp Candle
* Saturday, Jan.29 This week the candle burns for: Berthamae Jabbora
o 12:30 pm — Community Meal
e Wednesday, Feb. 2 Intentions
o 7:15am - No Mass
o 5:30 am — Presentation of the Lord Mass
o Thursday, Feb. 3
o 7:15 am — St. Blaise Mass
e Saturday, Feb. 5
o 4:00 pm — Rosary Prayer in Church
e Sunday, Feb. 6
o 10:00 am — Boy Scout Sunday Mass

e Saturday, Jan. 29
o 5:00 pm, Charles Maynard, RIP
Sunday, Jan. 30

o 8:00 am, Pro Populo

o 10:00 am, Rosalinda Flores, Sl

o 12:30 pm, Gonzales Family, SI
e Tuesday, Feb. 1

o 5:30 pm, Ricardo Gonzaga Santiago, RIP
e Waednesday, Feb. 2

o 5:30 am, Mary Fong Yu, RIP
e Thursday, Feb. 3

o 7:15am,
e Friday, Feb, 4
o 8:15am,

e Saturday, Feb, 5
o 5:00 pm, Prakin Thepaksorn, Sl
e Sunday, Feb. 6
o 8:00 am, Maria Macaraig Javier, RIP
o 10:00 am, Pro Populo
o 12:30 pm, Jim Minton, SI


https://charityauction.bid/growinggreatkids2022

Boletin semanal

BOLETIN SEMANAL DE LA PARROQUIA DE LA ASUNCION EN BELLINGHAM, WA
28 DE ENERO DE 2022

Vayan, pues, y hagan discipulos de todas las naciones, bautizéndolos en el nombre del Padre y del Hijo y del Espiritu
Santo, ensefidndoles a guardar todo lo que les he mandado;
y irecuerden! Yo estoy con ustedes todos los dias, hasta el fin del mundo. -Mateo 28, 19-20

Nota del Pastor

Han pasado seis meses desde que hablamos sobre un nuevo enfoque para cantar en nuestra parroquia, y pensé que este
podria ser un buen momento para revisar algunas de esas ideas y explicar por qué la musica se ve como se ve ahora.

Primero, en caso de que se lo haya perdido, expuse gran parte de mi visidn de la musica en nuestra parroquia en una homilia y
una carta [ingles solo] de julio pasado. Desafortunadamente, después de solo cinco o seis semanas de intentar implementar

esta vision, la variante Delta de COVID se volvié rampante y tuvimos que cerrar el canto congregacional nuevamente (algo que
abordé en esta homilia). Lo que ha dejado las cosas muy confusas. ¢ Estamos haciendo algo por COVID, o por un nuevo
enfoque de la musica, o qué? jPermiteme ayudarte!

Parte de la Vision

Estan sucediendo algunas cosas ahora que se supone que deberian estar sucediendo y que permaneceran incluso después de
COVID. Esas cosas son (1) el nuevo himnario, (2) la Misa dominical cantada y (3) las antifonas cantadas después del himno de

apertura y antes del himno de comunidn. Me esforcé tanto en la carta sobre el nuevo himnario en julio que me di cuenta mas
tarde de que no habia explicado lo suficiente sobre la Misa cantada. Con ese fin, he publicado ahora una explicacion completa

de mi razonamiento [ingles solo].

Aungque creo que ambos son lo correcto, si pudiera hacer las cosas de nuevo, presentaria el nuevo himnario y la Misa cantada
en diferentes momentos, en lugar de hacerlo juntos. Era demasiado al mismo tiempo. Hice cosas en esa linea de tiempo
porque estaba hiperenfocado en el final de las restricciones de COVID (que todos pensamos que estaba sucediendo en julio
pasado) y queria reintroducir el canto litlrgico de acuerdo con el nuevo modelo, en lugar de reintroducir el modelo anterior
solo para cambiar de nuevo en seis meses. Pero el universo tenia otros planes, Delta cerré todo en septiembre y mis mejores
planes se vieron completamente socavados.

Restricciones por COVID

La politica actual de la Arquidiécesis sobre el canto es:

(1) Las parroquias pueden traer tantos cantores que se ajusten con seguridad a una distancia de 6 a 9 pies. Todos deben
usar mascaras.

(2) Las congregaciones pueden responder con cantos al Aleluya y los Salmos Responsoriales y cantar partes del didlogo
de la Misa (es decir, "El Sefior esté con ustedes... y con tu espiritu").

(3) Se desaconseja encarecidamente el canto congregacional de varios versos durante la Misa, ya que se ha demostrado
que el canto propaga el coronavirus.

Es por eso que no cantamos himnos, ni el Gloria, ni el Padre Nuestro. Pero tan pronto como podamos, traeremos de vuelta el
canto congregacional.


https://frmoore.com/2021/07/17/july-18-2021-singing-singable-songs/
https://jeffreyhmoore.files.wordpress.com/2021/07/new_hymnal.pdf
https://frmoore.com/2021/09/04/september-05-2021-here-is-your-god/
https://jeffreyhmoore.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/2022-01_why-i-chant-the-mass.pdf
https://jeffreyhmoore.files.wordpress.com/2022/01/2022-01_why-i-chant-the-mass.pdf

Consideraciones especificas de nuestra comunidad hispana

Por el momento, no tenemos coro debido al COVID. Sin embargo, cuando recuperemos el coro, sera diferente de lo que era
antes de COVID. Cuando cantamos en Misa, el enfoque es principalmente las voces de la congregacién y nuestra capacidad de
sentirnos unidos cantando juntos. Los coros que usan muchos instrumentos a menudo disuaden a las personas de cantar,
porque los instrumentos son demasiado fuertes para que las personas se escuchen cantar entre si. Ademas, la mayoria de los
himnos que estan disponibles en espafiol son dificiles de cantar para las personas de todos modos.

Asi que ahora mismo no sabemos qué hacer. Es dificil encontrar himnos que sean apropiados para la iglesia (en el sentido de
gue no suenan como la radio y son faciles de cantar juntos), porque existian pocos himnos en espafiol antes de la década de
1970. Estamos tratando de usar salmos responsoriales para los himnos de entrada y comunidn (ya que esto es lo que la Iglesia
prefiere que hagamos de todos modos), pero veremos como va esto.

De todos modos, nuestra comunidad no es muy buena cantando juntos, a juzgar por las respuestas de la misa cantada, asi que
tal vez debamos centrarnos en aprender a cantar juntos antes de centrarnos en los coros.

Mirando hacia el futuro

Aparte del cambio drastico en nuestra experiencia de la Misa que vendra con el regreso del canto congregacional y los coros,
hemos llegado a un lugar bastante estable en nuestra musica liturgica, y no tengo grandes cambios planeados para el resto de
mi tiempo en la Asuncidn, por muy largo que sea. Estos articulos mds pequefios son todo lo que esta actualmente en miradar:

1. Averiguar como serad la rotacion y la frecuencia de los himnos de OCP durante el préximo afio, particularmente una
vez que regrese el coro.

2. Enalgun momento querremos introducir el Gloria cantado (audio) y el Padrenuestro cantado (texto y audio).

3. Solidificar cudndo usar cantores y cudndo microfonearlos. En general, los cantores solo usarian el micréfono cuando
cantan solos (las antifonas y los versos del salmo responsorial). Sin embargo, esta la cuestion de ensefiar nuevos
himnos, lo que podria requerir un cantor con micréfono las primeras veces, y eso requerird algo de experimentacion
para hacerlo bien.

Bendiciones en el Sefor,


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlGmCTlcr_Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u1JtM6QG1xA

Noticias Arquidiocesis

Carta Anual del arzobispo Etienne

El arzobispo Etienne ha escrito una carta reflexionando sobre el ultimo ano, que invita a todos leer aqu.

Noticias Parroquiales

Cambio de horario de misa del proximo miércoles

Miércoles 2 de febrero, la misa de las 7:15 a. m. se celebrara a las 5:30 p. m. Esto es para que podamos celebrar la Fiesta de
la Presentacidn a las 5:30 p.m. con la solemnidad que ese dia merece (incluyendo una procesién de velas). Se anima a todos
los feligreses a venir a experimentar el dia de la Presentacién que a menudo se pasa por alto.

La adoracidon comenzara a las 8:00 a.m. del miércoles, terminara a las 4:45 p.m., y se reanudara después de la Misa de
Presentacion.

Colecta Catdlica del Noroeste este fin de semana

La evangelizacidn es la primera prioridad de la iglesia, y la revista Noroeste Catdlica es una de las herramientas mas efectivas
gue tenemos para proclamar las Buenas Nuevas de Jesucristo. Por esta razén, Noroeste Catdlica se envia catdlicos registrados
en el oeste de Washington, mas de 110,000, con un mensaje tan despernadamente. Esto es posible gracias a su generoso
apoyo. Su donacidn es una excelente manera de compartir el don de la fe con los demas. Gracias por su apoyo pasado y
continuo a esta coleccién anual. Puedes donar directamente aqui (ingles) o dejar tu sobre en la cesta de recogida.

Clinica de vacunas en Asuncion

Domingo, 30 de enero, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., Gimnasio

Esta clinica se ofrece principalmente para aquellos que han tenido dificultades para concertar citas de vacunacién, por lo que
ofrecera principalmente la primera y segunda dosis de la vacuna de Pfizer para aquellos que anteriormente no estaban
vacunados. Sin embargo, un suministro limitado de vacunas de refuerzo de Pfizer y Moderna también estara disponible. Los
proveedores médicos que administran la vacuna también estan disponibles para responder cualquier pregunta que las
personas puedan tener sobre la vacunacion. Cualquier persona, feligrés o no, es bienvenida a venir a hacer preguntas o
vacunarse.

Cartas de Impuestos Anuales

Se han enviado cartas de impuestos anuales a todos los que donaron un total de $250 o0 mas durante 2021. Estos fueron
enviados por correo a finales de esta semana, asi que por favor busque su carta la préxima semana. Si no ha recibido una
carta al final de la préxima semana o es incorrecta, comuniquese con Karen Zuther al karenz@assumption.org o al 360-733-
1380. iGracias por tu generosidad!



https://archseattle.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Final-2022-New-Year-Letter-Final_Spanish.pdf
https://archseattle.org/give-serve/giving-opportunities/northwest-catholic-donation/
mailto:karenz@assumption.org

Noticias de la escuela

Semana de las Escuelas Catolicas

La Semana de las Escuelas Catélicas comienza hoy. Gracias a todos nuestros padres, estudiantes y exalumnos que ayudaron a
coordinar partes de la Misa este fin de semana en cada una de nuestras parroquias en todo el Condado de Whatcom como
lectores, saludadores, portadores de regalos y cantores. Ademas, la Subasta y Gala Growing Great Kids de Assumption
Catholic School estd a solo cinco semanas (febrero), y el "Fondo de la Necesidad" de este afo estd recaudando dinero para un
nuevo techo en el gimnasio. Si desea contribuir a este fondo, puede visitar la pagina web de la escuela e ir directamente a la
pagina "Growing Great Kids Auction" para hacer una donacién.

Tomar y hornear la comida

ila préxima comida de ACS Take and Bake serd una barbacoa de cerdo tirado lista para recoger el 10 de febrero a las 3 pm!
Por favor, envié sus pedidos a la oficina de la escuela antes del viernes 4 de febrero

Growing Great Kids Auction & Gala

iLa Subasta y Gala growing Great Kids de la escuela catdlica de asuncién se acerca rapidamente! Nuestro evento en
persona se llevara a cabo el sabado 26 de febrero en la Terminal de Cruceros de Bellingham. Confirme su asistencia
para el evento en personay / o registrese para la oferta en linea antes del 11 de febrero aqui (ingles).

Proximamente

Eventos Lampara de vela del Santuario

e Sabado, 29 de enero Esta semana arde la vela para: Berthamae Jabbora
o 12:30 pm — Comida comunitaria

e Miércoles, 2 de febrero Intenciones de Misa

e Sabado, 29 de enero
o 5:00 pm, Charles Maynard, RIP

e Domingo, 30 de enero

o 7:15am - No misa
o 5:30 am — Presentacion de la Misa del

Sefior
o 8:00 am, Pro Populo

o 10:00 am, Rosalinda Flores, Sl
o 12:30 pm, Gonzales Familia, SI

e Jueves, 2 de febrero
o 7:15 am- Misa de San Blas
e Sabado, 5 de febrero
o  4:00 pm — Oracion del Rosario en la
Iglesia

e Martes, 1 de febrero
o 5:30 pm, Ricardo Gonzaga Santiago, RIP

e Miércoles, 2 de febrero

* Domingo, 6 de febrero o 5:30 pm, Mary Fong Yu, RIP

o 10:00 am — Misa dominical de nifio e Jueves. 3 de febrero

explorador o 815am,
e Viernes, 4 de febrero
o 8:15am,

e Sabado, 5 de febrero
o 5:00 pm, Prakin Theparksorn, Sl
e Domingo, 6 de febrero
o 8:00 am, Maria Macaraig Javier, RIP
o 10:00 am, Pro Populo
o 12:30 pm, Jim Minton, SI


https://event.auctria.com/bddd33ee-424b-4225-82db-26d2d4c4369d/
https://event.auctria.com/bddd33ee-424b-4225-82db-26d2d4c4369d/

